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Dear General Managers and Corporate Colleagues, 

It is with great pleasure that I announce, as of 1st July 2021, Maarten Drenth has been promoted 
to Area General Manager for Portugal.   

Since 1 November 2018, Maarten has been the Cluster General Manager of InterContinental 
Lisbon and InterContinental Cascais-Estoril. 
 
Maarten is an excellent example of Room to Grow, as he has been with IHG since 1989.  With 
over 32 years of experience in the hotel industry, it is great to have an individual like Maarten with 
such rich experience leading our teams in Portugal. 
 
While studying at the Hotel Management Institute The Hague, The Netherlands, he joined the 
InterContinental Miami where he grew from Management Trainee F&B to Assistant Director of 
F&B. During this time, he was recognized and awarded Manager of the Quarter and Manager of 
Year. Prior to returning to InterContinental Miami to take on the role of Executive Assistant 
Manager, Maarten served as Director of Food & Beverage at InterContinental Stuttgart, Germany 
and then at InterContinental The Willard in Washington DC. 
 
Other highlights include General Manager positions at, InterContinental São Paulo and Crowne 
Plaza Bratislava. Between 2010 & 2014, Maarten held the role of General Manager at the 
InterContinental Buenos Aires, the first hotel in Argentina to be internationally recognised for its 
sustainable hospitality practices. 
 
From 2014 to 2018, he served as General Manager of the InterContinental Mark Hopkins in San 
Francisco where he prepared a full refurbishment project with new ownership. 
 
Maarten speaks 6 languages and in his spare time he enjoys boxing, pilates and playing golf. He 
particularly enjoys vintage cars and good wine.  
 
I look forward to continuing to work with Maarten, and ask that you please join me in congratulating 
Maarten on this wonderful achievement and wish him well on his continued leadership journey.   
 
With very best regards, 

 

Nelum Gunewardane 

Director of Operations, Luxury & Managed – Southern Europe 

 


